Example of Guidelines for On-line Discussions (General)
Student guidelines for on-line discussions should be included in the syllabus. The following is furnished as an example (not a requirement):

a. On weeks that there is not an in-class meeting there will be assigned discussion questions and/or case studies. 

b. Students should log on to the discussion section of the course web page and respond thoughtfully to the question(s) or case study AND respond to other classmates and the instructor who have expressed their thoughts.  

c. The discussion is not a debate and there is no winner and therefore no need to argue.  It is important to respect one another’s views.  

d. The discussions are conversations or scholarly discourse and an exploration of ideas among classmates and faculty of the topic at hand and are not meant to be competitive.

e. You must be an active member of the discussion site and participate at least twice a week (when applicable – most instructors require more) for credit in this area.  An active participant means that the student: 
1) Posts responses to assigned questions and tasking,

2) Interacts with students and instructor on responses to questions and tasking, 

3) Is responsive to the timeliness and content requirements of specific assignments and,

4) Provides adequate postings to demonstrate active engagement in assigned on line activities
f. The discussion will be monitored by the instructor but the instructor may or may not respond to all of the issues which arise

g. Contributions must show evidence of having done the course readings, and/or incorporate web exploration or other scholarly effort.  Reference thoughts that are not your own i.e. "According to this weeks reading by Johnson (2005) we are supposed to believe.... " 

h.  The class will be given feedback and suggestions on how to improve contributions after the first on-line session.  Students needing special assistance will be given individual feedback to improve the quality and quantity of participation.

