Student Tips for Improving On-line Discussions

1. Students should be furnished some guidelines for Blackboard discussion board postings. Some  tips are:
a. Create your response as a Word document first and run spell check before pasting or uploading to the discussion site.
b. Keep postings brief and to the point (Specify a given number of works such as 250 words or less – unless otherwise stated).  Short paragraphs are preferable to long ones. 
c. Comments should add to the general knowledge of the issue and should not be limited to agreement or disagreement with others. 
d. Incorporate references from the readings, web sites or other scholarly references in your replies; base your discussion points on substance, not opinions.

e. Stick to the subject of a particular thread in the discussion.

f. If responding to another message, quote the passage you¹re responding to or briefly summarize the message.  Do not copy the entire message to which you are responding, unless it is very short.  Detail specifically why you agree or disagree. 
2. Students should also be furnished guidelines for chat room activities. Some tips are:

a. Read the instructions for each session in advance.

b. Use the chat to voice what you have read and the ideas you have formulated from your reading. 

c. Listen to your peers and learn from their thoughts

d. Look at your comments and ask the following questions:

1) Do my answers clearly reflect ideas I read about in the weekly reading?

2) If someone else was reading the transcript would it be clear to them that I am expressing ideas I read about rather than my opinion?

3) Did I answer the questions specifically or were my responses off track?

